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reasonable to pray for people 
while they are nasty. 

While He suffered on the 
cross at the hands of wicked peo-
ple, the Lord prayed, “Father, for-
give them, for they do not know 
what they do” (Luke 23:34).  

Forgive them? Really? For cru-
cifying the Lord of glory? 

The aggressors were certainly 
punished if they did not subse-
quently repent. Judas suffered 
because of his betrayal; Peter 
was judged because of his de-
nial. So these who mocked Jesus 
without remorse suffered judg-
ment too. 

The key phrase is what Jesus 
said: “For they do not know what 
they are doing.” Jesus was ask-
ing God to bring His aggressors 
to the knowledge of what they 
should do. Matthew Henry said, 
“This was a mediatorial word, 

and explicatory of the intent and 
meaning of his death: ‘Father, for-
give them, not only these, but all 
that shall repent, and believe the 
gospel;’ and he did not intend 
that these should be forgiven 
upon any other terms.”

Our prayers for those who 
mistreat us must include our de-
sire to see them in right standing 
with God. We do not ask that 
they would be blessed in their 
sin but they would come to wel-
come the love of God. Their ac-
tions suggest they need this love, 
and our response can point to 
where they can get it.

Strong love
Isaiah said of Jesus in one of 

the My Servant prophecies, “A 
bruised reed He will not break, 
and smoking flax He will not 

quench” (Isaiah 42:3). Jesus was 
gentle with those who were bro-
ken, but He also sought them 
with purpose: “He will bring 
forth justice for truth.” Many 
tried to break Him, but He would 
not retaliate, because His love for 
them was too strong. 

Our Master challenges us to 
love those who do not love us. 
With the help of His Spirit, we 
will get it done. BA

Dr. David Downey 
writes from Fort 
Worth, TX. 

Sex: Created, Fallen,  
and Redeemed

In 2014 the North American Min-
isterial Council (NAMC) appointed a 
committee to write a study on human 
gender, sexuality, and marriage. Chaired by Is-
rael Steinmetz, the committee, consisting of Calvin Burrell and 
BA Editor Jason Overman, agreed to tackle the subject from the 
standpoint of creation, fall, and redemption.

After much writing and review, a new book has emerged 
from the committee’s study: Sex: Created, Fallen, and Redeemed. 
Chapters cover a wide range of topics, including divorce and re-
marriage, homosexuality, and singleness. The book can be used 
for personal reading or for group studies.

We plan to have copies of Sex: Created, Fallen, and Redeemed 
(English and Spanish) available at the biennial convention. Don’t 
miss the special introductory price of $8 (through September). 
After that, the price increases to $9.95. The book will also be 
available in early July in our online bookstore at cog7.org.

Extra, Extra!
Read these online-only 
articles that center on 
the Great Commission:

“Catch the Fire”

“The Gospel According to 
Isaiah”

Much more is available 
at baonline.org. Tell us 

what you think!
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France is renowned for its churches and ca-
thedrals. As a Christian and armchair historian, 
I’m fascinated by them. On a recent vacation to 
Paris, two weeks after the fire at Notre Dame, my 
family visited a few of the centuries-old Gothic 
wonders. But the real highlight was the Sabbath 
we spent with a small congregation of believers 
at 120 Boulevard Voltaire. 

It was only a short subway ride from our apart-
ment, but the rainy morning and our unfamiliarity 
with the area made finding the church difficult. 
Exiting the “tube” at a roundabout where six 
streets converge, my wife Stephanie and kids, 
Tabitha and Isaac, walked up the wrong street. 
We explored all six before finding our way — a 
half hour late — to the big double doors at “120,” 
where Brother Jean Marc was waiting for us. 

We were ushered into the building where 
worship was underway. With the service held in 
French, Jean Marc’s sister, Fabienne, was kind 
enough to translate for us. The music was led by 
Sister Roselyne, with two brothers accompany-
ing on guitars. Though we did not recognize 
the songs, I realized midway through one lovely 
hymn that where our Lord Jesus is praised, lan-
guage is no barrier at all. We were at home.

The service proceeded with someone from 
each family standing to read a scripture or re-
quest a song. We were invited to participate. I 
read 2 Corinthians 5:17-21. Here was 
a “new creation” moment. Although 
strangers to us, in Christ, and in this 
place, we were family. 

A break before the preaching service 
allowed us to introduce ourselves. Most 
of the congregation spoke English fairly 
well.  

Before the sermon, Pastor Phedre 
asked me to share greetings from the 

Church of God in North America and talk about 
the Bible Advocate. Pastor Potorel preached from 
Malachi 3 and Proverbs 3 on fearing and honor-
ing the Lord in all things, especially our resourc-
es. The Sabbath message was consistent with the 
tone of the whole service: grateful and reverent. 

We chanced to visit the day they held their 
Lord’s Supper. Taking communion with these 
sweet brothers and sisters sealed our fellowship. 
Next came lunch. Six courses! 

Table time like this anticipates the kingdom 
of God better than anything else we do as fel-
low disciples of Christ. They wanted to know 
all about our church and life in the US, and we 
wanted to know all about life in France. The joy 
and hospitality were tremendous.

We said our goodbyes and made our way 
up Boulevard Voltaire to the subway. The street 
name made me smile. The French philosopher 
Voltaire, a famous critic of Christianity, reviled 
the Bible in particular, and predicted that within 
a hundred years it would be forgotten. Our 
Sabbath in Paris proved him wrong. God’s Word 
is alive and well in Paris. There at “120” is a living 
cathedral — not of glass and stone but of grace 
and truth that is in Jesus Christ.

Read the entire article at baonline.org.

by Jason Overman

Foreign  Fields

A Sabbath in Paris
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by Denmark Chihombe

Thanks be to our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ who, in 
February 2017, saved me 

from the cloud of confusion and 
years of physical pain. 

This was also the year of my 
Lord’s favor when He freed me 
from oppression. In fact, Jesus 
had begun to prepare me for 
salvation long before I perceived 
it myself. In 2011, when I was 
in college doing my first year 
studies, a friend of mine tried to 
persuade me to read the Bible, 
and she even gave me a copy. 
I did not take it seriously. I had 
been oriented in a sect that re-
jected the Bible completely but 
believed in God speaking to us 
only through the “prophets,” 
who were said to be the only 
ones empowered by the Holy 
Spirit do so. 

When I was employed at a 
high school as a relief teacher 
in 2015, a certain man donated 
some Bibles to all staff members 
and students. I was given NIV 
Bibles. I still didn’t understand 
God’s plan for me at this time; I 
simply took the Bibles and kept 
them. I read them casually. But 
in 2017 Jesus called me to His 
glorious kingdom, prompted by 
my agony. 

Painful past
My childhood and teen life 

had never been pleasant. In 
1998 a colleague accidentally 
injured my knee. The pain from 
the injury resulted in an opera-
tion for tendon realignment in 
2003. Thereafter my hip became 

 [Testimony]

The Ultimate 
Healing



July - August 2019 • 25

painful, forcing me to walk with 
crutches for close to three years 
and take multiple doses of medi-
cation. Added to this was con-
tinuous stomach pain, suspected 
to be ulcers. 

Meanwhile, my family strongly 
believed in the Johane Masowe 
eChishanu Apostolic Church. 
They took me to this sect over 
the years for the “prophet’s” 
prescriptions. These included 
holy water, holy stones, and 
prescribed fasting, which never 
helped the pain. I managed to 
continue my education despite 
all these challenges. I went to 
South Africa in 2011-2014 for my 
studies. The doctors there told 
me that my symptoms were simi-
lar to those of stomach ulcers. 

In 2016 I developed a boil on 
my finger that could not be med-
ically explained. It took nearly 
six months to heal. Meanwhile, 
the stomach pains intensified, 
despite the negative results from 
laboratory tests and scans. I got 
so angry that I refused to use 
the medication given to me. At 
church the “prophet” insisted I 
had ulcers. I was puzzled over 
what could be really wrong. 

Seeking and finding
While in agony, I was mi-

raculously drawn to the Bible in 
February 2017. I embarked on a 
thorough search for answers in a 
Book I always thought was of no 
value. I was led to find out the re-
quirements for successful prayer. 
The following are the verses I 
found myself reading: 

Surely the arm of the Lord 
is not too short to save, nor 
his ear too dull to hear. But 
your iniquities have separat-
ed you from your God; your 
sins have hidden his face 

from you, so that he will not 
hear (Isaiah 59:1, 2, NIV). 

“For assuredly, I say to 
you, whoever says to this 
mountain, ‘Be removed and 
be cast into the sea,’ and 
does not doubt in his heart, 
but believes that those things 
he says will be done, he will 
have whatever he says” (Mark 
11:23).
I could not understand how I 

was led to these relevant verses 
that contained specific answers 
to what I was looking for. Jesus 
personally replied to my ques-
tions through the Bible. This was 
the first response I got from the 
merciful Jesus Christ through the 
Spirit’s guidance. 

I prayed, confessed my sins, 
and asked for healing of my 
stomach problem. The following 
morning I woke up completely 
healed. The pain has not re-
curred to this day.

From that day on, my health 
was restored. I had been living 
a life enslaved by fear of the 

unknown. I had become depen-
dent on false gods in the name 
of “prophets,” but Jesus restored 
my life through His Word. I am 
now His forever, freed and for-
given. The words of Christ were 
fulfilled in me: 

“Ask, and it will be given to 
you; seek, and you will find; 
knock, and it will be opened 
to you. For everyone who 
asks receives, and he who 
seeks finds, and to him who 
knocks it will be opened” 
(Matthew 7:7, 8).

Searching for truth
I now began to search ev-

erything about the truth of 
God, and I realized that most 
churches are not following the 
true Word of God. I started 
keeping the Sabbath alone and 
decided to find a better church. 
I went to hear the teachings 
of the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church, only to find out they 
did not agree with the Word. I 
then wrote a document on all 

“I surrendered  
my life to Christ  

and was baptized  
on Sabbath, 

September 9, 

2017.”
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doctrinal findings in the Bible, re-
vealed to me by Christ during my 
encounter with Him, that con-
flicted with the common teach-
ings of other churches. 

While I was doing further 
searches on the Sabbath, I 
came across the website for the 
Church of God (Seventh Day). I 
went through the doctrinal be-
liefs and the history, and most 
of them were exactly the same 
as my own findings. Once I con-
tacted the BA Facebook page, a 
zone representative pastor in the 
UK contacted me and connected 
me with the local pastor. 

Unfortunately the local pastor 
told me that the closest church 
was in Bulawayo, approximately 
600 km from my home area. 
He immediately sent me some 
Sabbath school lessons and 

pamphlets from the Church of 
God (Seventh Day). I was more 
interested in finding out if what 
I had written in my own Bible 
study notes was the same as 
what the Church taught. I was 
surprised to find out that it was 
exactly the same. I had given 
up hope and believed that the 
church I was looking for was only 
an imaginary one! 

The Church of God (Seventh 
Day) proved to be the reality of 
the church I expected to find. 
After a series of communications 
with the local pastor, I managed 
to visit the Bulawayo church 
and attended several services. 
I surrendered my life to Christ 
and was baptized on Sabbath, 
September 9, 2017.

Call to action
I strongly believe that the 

Church of God is a body or-
dained to preserve the true Word 
of God and herald the good 
news of the gospel. I therefore 
encourage the Church leader-
ship to put all necessary effort to 
ensure that the Church spreads 
to all parts of Zimbabwe so that 
many will be saved. For this to be 
possible, I suggest that Church 
literature be translated into local 
languages so that the locals can 
read and understand.

Today I am fit and have no 
problems with my stomach 
or legs. God further blessed 
me with permanent employ-
ment in August 2018 at the 
National Prosecuting Authority 
of Zimbabwe, where I cur-
rently work. Through God’s 
wisdom, I was deployed to 
Bulawayo, where I have access 
to the church and interact with 
the brothers and sisters of the 
Church of God. 

I glorify God the Father 
through our Lord Jesus Christ for 
healing my soul and body. BA

Denmark Chihombe is a member 
of the Church of God (Seventh Day) 
in Zimbabwe. He has participated 
in mission work to Mozambique 
and has translated four BAP tracts 
into his native language of Shona, 
spoken by 70 percent of the Zim-
babwean population. Denmark has 
also overseen the translation of BA 
literature into other regional African 
languages. 

Zimbabwe
•	 Population: 14.4 million
•	 Capital: Harare
•	 Land area: 390,757 sq km / 150,872 sq mi 
•	 Official CoG7 congregations: 1
•	 CoG7 Membership: 25
•	 President: Tshidzanani Tsambani Malaba
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Mail Bag

More military 
I cannot tell you how glad I am 

to read your answer on carnal 
warfare [“Mail Bag,” March-April 
2019]. While we cannot be the 
judge of other believers’ salvation 
and right standing before God 
based on whether they share our 
views on keeping Sabbath and on 
Christian nonviolence, I appreci-
ate your clear and unwavering an-
swer on that issue. I am grateful 
to be part of a denomination that 
does not sacrifice to the spirit of 
this age when it comes to partici-
pating in carnal warfare. Indeed, 
in an age of fear and of increased 
nationalism and violence world-
wide, it is extremely important for 
the Church and its spiritual unity 
to recognize that our exclusive 
allegiance should be to Christ the 
King. 

You direct your readers toward 
“the vast Christian literature on 
gospel nonviolence.” Let me 
quote from the excellent book on 
that subject by Preston Sprinkle: 
“Prayer, suffering, enemy-love, 
and the proclamation of the 
true gospel (not Caesar’s) will do 
more to tear down the works of 
Satan than [a] thousand nuclear 

warheads. We are to join Jesus 
in His war, His spiritual war, and 
our weapons are not worldly 
like Rome’s. Our weapons are 
divine” (Fight: A Christian Case for 
Nonviolence). May our trust be 
in God, not in carnal warfare. If 
God exists and if he is ultimately 
in control, his people should not 
fear. God knows how to use the 
powers that be for his will to be 
done. We know from Scriptures 
that God’s people will prevail 
without having to resort to carnal 
weapons. 

D. Y. D.
Winnipeg, Manitoba

Faith and film
I have watched the Pilgrim’s 

Progress movie over and over 
again. It has helped me in my 
progress as a child of GOD. Thank 
you for making movies of godly 
quality that will enhance the life 
of the believer. GOD bless you 
abundantly!

C. W.
Online

From Sherri Langton, associate 
editor: Thank you! We’re glad you’re 
blessed by The Pilgrim’s Progress. 
And we’re glad to feature films and 
other media that promote Christian 
values in the Media4U section at 
baonline.org.

What is Media4U?
It is a section in BA Online devoted to everything media 

— faith-based and family-friendly films, like Breakthrough and 
Unplanned, as well as music, books, and the latest Bibles/Bible 
resources. 

For a CBS.com report on the popularity of films with a faith 
message, visit https://www.cbsnews.com/video/films-with-a-
message-of-faith/. 
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has about seven thousand 
members. That’s really exciting. 
Then we have a small handful in 
Indonesia. We went to Malaysia 
a few years ago. So it’s wonder-
ful that we started off with one 
country, and now we have these 
groups coming together. Of 
course, it’s exciting to be not just 
Australia-bound but world-bound.

JK: What do you see as the 
greatest strengths throughout the 
Pacific Rim, within the Churches 
of God?

PK: Well, like I said, it’s fantas-
tic in the Philippines with seven 
thousand members. But I think 
the strength in the Pacific is that 
we’re close together. We can 
communicate and travel in that 

area; we don’t have to travel 
right across the world. I think that 
helps. I’ve just come back from 
New Zealand, and we’re heading 
to the Philippines soon. It’s really 
important to keep face-to-face 
communication going. All this 
technology is great, but, no, I’d 
rather talk to someone face to 
face.

JK: What are some of the chal-
lenges within the Pacific Rim?

PK: There are some big chal-
lenges because we’re small 
in number (of course, the 
Philippines is large). It’s having 
the finances and people to do 
the work. But small can be good 
as well. I believe that while the 
world is getting darker, and more 
secular, that means that the 
people who love God and are of 
God are getting brighter. God’s 
children are shining their light.

JK: It really gives weight to 
Jesus’ words “You are the light of 
the world.”

PK: Exactly right! So I’m not 
negative in that area, and I also 
think we can say that we can al-
ways try harder.

JK: Secularism is on the rise in 
the Western world, and Australia 
is no exception to that. How do 
you find the challenges with sec-
ularism affecting the journey of 
the Church of God in our work 
to evangelize?

PK: I see two areas. In 
Australia, wealth is important 
— having cars and houses. To 
Australians it’s more important 
than searching for God. We see 
the opposite overseas. I think 
that’s a big problem where we 
have too much and we don’t rely 
on God. I once heard a minister 
say, “He can’t give me anything.” 
And I’m thinking if a minister is 
thinking that, what’s the world 
thinking? I think that’s one of the 
big challenges. 

But also, I think the challenge 
is for the churches. I’m not say-
ing we’re special, but we’re dif-
ferent. If we observe most of the 
churchy things like some of the 
holidays and some of the be-
liefs, we would have a lot more 
people. But then we wouldn’t 
have the truth. God talks about 
a “little flock” (which could be 
quite large). I think we are on the 
right track. We have that friction. 
But never give up, and always 
keep shining your light.

JK: Of the ten-point vision, 
which point do you most easily 
gravitate to?

PK: First one! Christ Centered, 
with Bible Based! As I’ve said be-
fore, I’m a stickler for the Word.

Pacific Rim
continued from page 7

Foreign  Fields

Australia
•	 Population: 25 million
•	 Capital: Canberra
•	 Land area: 7,692,202 sq km / 2,969,976 sq mi 
•	 Official CoG7 congregations: 3
•	 CoG7 membership: 80
•	 President: Phil Kordahi
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JK: Which one would be the 
least likely you would pick, per-
haps noting that it takes more 
work, or having to think about it 
more?

PK: Witnessing (Engaging in 
Witness)! Yes, because, if we’re 
honest about it, we can share 
easily enough, but it’s that re-
sponse from the other side. They 
seem to have “blocked ears.” 
And that could be part of God’s 
understanding, and will, but we 
still need to share the truth/gos-
pel.

JK: Does it reflect on secular-
ism?

PK: I think so. Like I said, 
why do you need God when 
you have everything? You see 
that the poorer a person is, the 
closer they are to God. That 
doesn’t mean we’ve got to sell 
everything, but at the same 
time, it’s very hard to encourage 
somebody who has everything 
in life and is busy. “Why don’t 
you come to church? Why don’t 
you want to listen to what Jesus 
wants you to know? What about 
eternal life?” They just say “No. 
Why worry about it now?” Even 
Christians say that sometimes. 
“Lord, don’t come back until I’ve 
paid my house off.” I’ve heard 
that said!

JK: Society and the world 
have impacted parts of the body 
of Christ, rather than the church 
being the pioneer of reflecting 
Christ to the world.

PK: Yeah. “Lord, let me get my 
university degree first.”

JK: So, throughout the 
Churches of God throughout the 
Pacific Rim, what do you see as 
the greatest need? Other than, of 
course, finances?

PK: I think if we have more 
people, we can do more things. 
I think the greatest need is trying 
to share with other churches and 
other countries that we have to 
be more united and understand-
ing what the ten points are.

JK: Looking now toward the 
next five or ten years, what’s 
your personal vision through-
out the Pacific Rim — what you 
would like to see?

PK: I want to see Australia 
grow. We’ve just had an oppor-
tunity through a young man from 
New South Wales who is very 
eager. We’re hoping to start a 
group there. I’d like to see that 
we grow in areas like Fiji and 
on some of the smaller islands. 
I look at it this way. Where the 
Lord will take us, we’ll go. So 
my vision is “Lord, show us the 
way.” Sometimes we try to make 
the way, and try to push it that 
way, and it doesn’t work. I think 
it comes down to asking the Lord 
to show us the way.

JK: One of the challenges we 
face in many of the Churches of 
God is the attrition of youth to a 
secularized world. Do you have 

that burden in your heart to min-
ister and reach out to the youth 
of the day into the next genera-
tion, preparing them to take over 
from where we’ve left off?

PK: I’m getting old. I’m try-
ing to encourage the youth to 
encourage the youth. Sometimes 
the youth listen to each other 
more than an old fellow like me. 
I’m hoping I can be encouraging. 
As you’ve seen, there are youth 
in the church, and they’ve been 
very supportive. In the Adelaide 
church I think hopefully you’ve 
seen that. Not only encourag-
ing them, but we’ve been doing 
courses. They’ve just finished 
an Old Testament course. The 
youth are standing up and being 
counted. We hope that will grow 
and grow. And you know what? 
They’ll be bringing more people 
into the church than the oldies.

JK: I think there’s a message in 
it for all of us. Pastor Phil, thank 
you very much for your com-
ments. I really appreciate it, and 
may God bless and strengthen 
you and encourage you.

PK: Thank you, John. 

Foreign  Fields

Philippines
•	 Population: 106,126,000
•	 Capital: Manila
•	 Land area: 300,000 sq km / 

115,831 sq mi 
•	 Official CoG7 congregations: 84
•	 CoG7 Membership: 8,000+
•	 President: Bienvenido "Jhun" 

Ramos

Source: Encyclopedia Britannica
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Welcome, Kurt!
Artios is excited to an-

nounce the addition of Kurt 
Lang to the team as assistant 
dean of English Academic 
Affairs. He will oversee the 
English language faculty and 
maintain the existing academic programming, 
much as Santiago Chavez does as assistant dean 
of Spanish Academic Affairs. Israel Steinmetz 
remains as dean of Academic Affairs, but will de-
vote more time to resource and curriculum devel-
opment and other new ventures and initiatives. 

Kurt is a graduate of LifeSpring School of 
Ministry and a respected instructor of several 
Artios courses. He brings to the team over twenty 
years of leadership experience at the local and 
denominational levels, along with his commitment 
to equip leaders for a vibrant 21st century church. 
Please join us in welcoming Kurt, and begin think-
ing of ways to collaborate with him for the benefit 
of the Church.

Translation Oversight Department 
I am pleased to announce the formation of a 

new General Conference Translation Oversight 
Department within the GC Publications ministry. 
This department directs and facilitates efficient, 
high quality, and timely English/Spanish transla-
tion services for GC congregations, districts, and 
ministries, as well as for our 
North American Ministerial 
Council (NAMC).

Martha Muffley heads the 
department, which consists 
of Ruben Beard, Sylvia Corral, 
Raul Gonzalez, and Crist 
Romero. Among other things, 
the department oversees 
translation needs and quality 

control, establishes minimum standards of excel-
lence, creates a pool of biliterate translators, and 
selects teams for projects.

I am confident that this new department will 
greatly enhance our commitment to be One 
Church and United in Fellowship. Please support 
this effort with your offerings, your prayers, your 
use of the department’s services, and (if you are 
biliterate) your abilities. There’s no doubt about it: 
We are better together!

— Loren Stacy
GC President

Christ and Commission 
The biblical imperative 

to make disciples applies 
to all Christians. To accom-
plish this mission, we must 
be willing vessels, useful 
to our Lord in proclaiming 
the gospel and expanding 
His kingdom. Collaborating 
with members of our own 
church and the greater 
Christian community is a 
key theme expounded in 
the fourth quarter lessons, as well as the need for 
our conduct to match our message. 

In this quarterly our collective and individual 
callings are emphasized as necessary components 
in the overall mission Jesus handed down to His 
church. The overall objective in each lesson aims 
to educate the church regarding her biblical mis-
sion, cultivate urgency in readers to engage in the 
work of the ministry, and equip Sabbath school 
students to evangelize their communities and 
edify the church. 

To order, visit our online store at publications.
cog7.org.

GC Ministries News
Artios • Missions • Publications



July - August 2019 • 31

I was working at my college’s bookstore as a 
cashier. A young woman caught my eye as she 
waited in line; she seemed nervous, and she 

had nothing in her hands to purchase. When she 
finally stood before me, eyes down, she snatched 
a single pencil from a display and placed a nickel 
on the counter. I rang up her purchase, handed 
her the receipt, and said, “Thank you.” 

And that’s when it happened. The woman hes-
itated as she began to walk away, then suddenly 
turned and blurted, “Do you know that you’re 
a sinner and you’re going to hell?” In an instant, 
she was through the doors, out of the store, and 
gone forever.

Why did she do that? I can only imagine. It 
was 1971, give or take, and the Jesus Movement 
was in full swing in Southern California. Campus 
Crusade for Christ was active at my college, 
and my best guess is that someone had told this 
young woman that she needed to “witness.” I 
admire her for her attempt. Can you imagine the 
courage it must have taken for her to tell me, a 
complete stranger, what she did? And in front of 
many others? But what she told me was hardly 
good news. What if I hadn’t already known 
Jesus? What if I really was the unsaved, bound-
for-hell sinner she thought me to be? “Wait a 
minute!” I might have shouted after her. “Am I 
doomed? Is there no way out? Help me!” But she 
was gone.

Even as I chuckle over this young woman’s 
attempt to witness to me so many years ago, 
I relate to her nervousness and awkward ap-
proach. I have walked in her shoes. I grew up 
thinking that it was my responsibility to “save” 
my friends. Somehow, I thought, I should know 

the right things and be able to say the right 
things to “make” them become Christians and be 
saved. I had no understanding of the Holy Spirit’s 
work in bringing people to faith in Christ. No, if 
my friends did not become Christians, it was, I 
thought, completely my fault. But I didn’t know 
the right things or how to say the right things. 
The young woman was more courageous than I; 
too often, I didn’t even try.

I have come to greatly appreciate Christ’s 
expression of the Great Commission He gave 
His followers in Matthew 28. Grammatically, it is 
one command (“make disciples”) linked to three 
participial phrases introduced by going, baptizing, 
teaching. I understand Jesus was urging us to go 
about our lives holistically. Our commitment to 
Jesus can and should be so much at the heart of 
who we are and how we live that evangelism isn’t 
a special event or occasional effort, but rather, 
the normal expression of who we are in Christ. 
Coming and going, working and playing, speak-
ing and listening — all of life can be our witness 
of Jesus. Befriending people and deeply sharing 
our Christ-centered lives with them is far more 
effective in making disciples than any impersonal 
drive-by evangelism campaign we might imagine.

I wonder if the woman in the bookstore ever 
thinks of me and wishes that she had shared with 
me, not only my dire situation 
but also God’s gracious solu-
tion. Romans 6:23 does that: 
“For the wages of sin is death, 
but the free gift of God is 
eternal life in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.”

— Loren Stacy

Sharing the Good News?
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