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truth is that when we believe and 
receive, we are changed to be-
gin walking with the Lord in the 
light of His Word. It takes a lot 
of truth to procure the freedom 
and abundance He intends for 
us, and that’s just what the Spirit 
teaches and imparts to us in a 
lifetime. Our Lord brings the Fa-
ther’s Word; He is full of truth! 

The grace of Jesus gazes at 
the gifts of forgiveness and eter-

nal life, given to us through His 
death and resurrection. We don’t 
deserve these favors, but we get 
them at the cross. The acronym 
God’s Riches At Christ’s Expense 
captures this thought in memo-
rable form. The fullness of saving 
grace is in Him, the crucified and 
risen One. 

The truth of Jesus, on the 
other hand, extends beyond His 
death and resurrection (though 

it includes them) to embrace His 
entire life from glory to glory, 
especially His teachings and ex-
ample while on Earth. The truth 
is that all of life is guided by a set 
of divine rules and principles that 
we ignore at our own peril. We 
learn these from Him whose life 
and words were full of truth. 

Fuller meanings of grace and 
truth may be apprehended by 
how those concepts are used 
and “fleshed out” in all John’s 
Gospel. The word grace is not 
found in John after 1:14-17, but 
the thought is in his every chap-
ter. The word truth is a staple of 
the entire book (study the side-
bar). 

And nothing more!
John’s prologue introduces 

powerful words and phrases to 
enhance our grasp of the Bible’s 
central message: Word, life, and 
light; believe and receive; Word 
became flesh; and only begot-
ten Son of God. Many more 
good words and terms appear in 
the balance of the book: I Am, 
love and keep, bread and water, 
above and beneath, shepherd 
and sheep, vine and branches, 
abide and bear fruit. 

The last verse of this Gospel 
(21:25) supposes that the world 
itself could not contain all the 
books that might be written 
about the things Jesus said and 
did. That is probably true, but 
every word in all those books 
would fit somewhere under one 
or both of these headings: the 
grace of our Savior and the truth 
of our Lord. 

If we have the grace and truth 
of Jesus Christ and the gospel, 
my friend, we have it all! BA

Beyond John’s Prologue
Chapter 	Grace	 Truth
	 1	 God’s lamb removes	 Follow Him (v. 43)
		  sin (v. 29)
	 2	 He manifested His	 Respect God’s house (v. 16)
		  glory (v. 11)
	 3	 Verse 16	 Verse 21
	 4	 Verse 14	 Verse 24
	 5	 Believe in Him, have 	 Honor Him as the Father
		  life (v. 24) 	 (v. 23)
	 6	 Eat Bread of life, don’t 	 His Words are life (v. 63)
		  die (vv. 48, 50)
	 7 	 Come to Me and drink	 Will to do His will (v. 17)
		  (vv. 37, 38)
	 8	 I don’t condemn you	 Go, sin no more (v. 11b)
		  (v. 11a)
	 9	 I was blind; now I see	 Work while it is day (v. 4)
		  (v. 25)
	 10	 Verses 9, 11	 Verses 27, 16
	 11	 Verses 25, 26	 Verses 10, 11
	 12	 He is the light (v. 46)	 Become sons of light (v. 36)
	 13 	 You are clean (v. 10)	 Blessed are the doers (v. 17)
	 14 	 Verses 1-3	 Verses 15, 23
	 15 	 Verse 5	 Verse 6
	 16	 Verse 22	 Verses 7-13
	 17	 I keep Mine; none is 	 Your Word sets them apart
		  lost (v. 12) 	 (v. 16-18)
	 18	 My kingdom is from 	 Hear My voice of truth
		  above (v. 36)	 (v. 37)
	 19	 They crucified Him	 Scripture was fulfilled
		  (vv. 16-18)	 (vv. 24-37)
	 20	 Peace to you (v. 21a)	 I send you (v. 22b)
	 21	 Come and eat (vv. 5, 12)	 Feed My sheep (vv. 15-17)

http://www.cog7.org/BA
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A mellow sun slips through the blue
to grace our summer sky
and far above the mountains
great-winged eagles fly.
Pure white clouds are heaped like snow
and about my wandering feet
are blossoms, bright and tender with
fragrance pure and sweet.
Now from a happy heart I begin to sing
and, as if in answer, I hear cowbells ring.
Laughing, I look upward,
feel His love surrounding me,
then softly whisper,
“My Lord, so let it always be.”
		  Carmen F. Hicks

@ Yuriykulik—Dreamstime.com
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CoG7 In Action

GCMinistries
Did you know . . .

•	 that among the twenty-
one 2010 seniors, Alex 
Rincker and Brendon 
Noble tied for the Aca-
demic Excellence award 
and Alex also received 
the Spiritual Leadership 
and Student of the Year 
awards? Recipients were 
honored during gradua-
tion festivities at Spring 
Vale the weekend of May 
29.

•	 that LifeSpring School of 
Ministry selected SVA’s 
campus for its two-week 
Summer Session in June 
this year, with about 50 
ministerial students at-
tending?

 
•	 that the academy’s en-

ergy team plans to apply 
new exterior insulation 
with a bright, durable 
finish to both Spring 
Vale dorms in July and 
August? If you can vol-
unteer a week or more to 
assist with labor, contact 
Ken Riggs at 1mobileken 
@gmail.com.

Spring Vale Academy
Mark Caswell, Director

Our legacy:62 years of faithful ministry.
Our mission: “To disciple young people to Jesus Christ, the Master 

Teacher, preparing them to be Christian leaders and workers. . . .” 
When you read Already Gone, by Ken Ham, and learn that 76 per-

cent of youth in today’s churches will stop attending as young adults, 
you can’t help but take notice. Spring Vale Academy recognizes the 
need for a biblical worldview; we’re upholding the Genesis account 
and the authority of Scripture by teaching and defending the Bible 
from its very first verse. 

•	 All science is approached from a creationist perspective, with a 
creation segment in each course.

•	 An Earth Science course explains 17 significant geologic features 
from a creation and worldwide flood perspective.

•	 TrueU, an apologetics curriculum, supports the truth of creation 
and the authority of Scripture.

•	 Emphasizing the truth of Genesis reinforces all Scripture as God’s 
inspired Word.

•	 Biblical Interpretation class, required of all juniors, establishes the 
Bible from a historical and evidentiary perspective. 

Photo: Jesse Edwards, SVA alumnus (class of 2007)

http://www.cog7.org/BA
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•	 The Truth Project emphasizes God as the ulti-
mate source for truth.

Spring Vale Academy is on the front lines of the 
culture war, battling for your youth. In no other 
place in our church does a group of adults gather 
daily to mentor and invest in our youth than right 
here at SVA.

 But we can’t fight this battle alone; we need 
your help! Sponsor a student today and help build 
leaders for tomorrow. Will you join us in the fight? 

Now enrolling for the 2010-2011 school year. 
Dorms open August 18, with first day of school on 
August 19. 

Students eighth grade and above, call 989-725-
2391 or download application information from 
www.springvale.us. Send your application today. See 
you this fall!

Facebook and ‘Flip’ BA Online
Connect with the BA and General 

Conference on Facebook! Post questions 
and comments on each issue, and get the 

latest on Conference news, events, publications, 
and more. Become a fan!

Also look for the new “flip” version of the BA at 
www.cog7.org/BA.

Convention in Africa
The first general convention of the East and Cen-

tral African churches will be held December 1-5, 
2010, at the Good Samaritan Auditorium in Nakuru, 
Kenya. This event is an opportunity for CoG7 repre-
sentatives from ten or more countries to meet, wor-
ship, and learn together, using the theme “Celebrat-
ing our Diversities Through Christ.” 

For more information, contact Robert Crawford 
at 07864290466 or e-mail robertashcrawford@hot 
mail.com.  

Golden Anniversaries 
Congratulations to . . . 
• Jesse and Delia Gallego, of the Willard St. 

Church in San Antonio, Texas, who celebrated 50 
years of marriage on February 28, 2010. 

• Dennis and Lou Wallen of Milton-Freewater, 
Oregon (Walla Walla, Washington, church); they’ll 
celebrate 50 on July 16, 2010.

Please notify the editor of other CoG7 golden 
anniversaries this year.

Pastor Dedication
Sabbath, May 1, Brother Oscar Mata was 

dedicated as pastor of a new congregation in 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota. Shown here with Central 
District Superintendent Tim Endecott (left) and 
Ministerial Representative Steve Kyner (right), Mata 
and his family emigrated from Guatemala earlier this 
year. He also assists with groups in Worthington, 
Minnesota; Schuyler, Nebraska; and Mitchell, South 
Dakota, in addition to Sioux Falls. 

NW Regional BLOOMSDAY Retreat
The Spokane, Washington, SWORD group host-

ed a youth/young adult retreat at historic Zephyr 
Lodge on beautiful Liberty Lake, the weekend 
of May 1, attended by about 77 youth. Nampa, 
Idaho, Pastor Monico Muffley spoke on the theme 
“Bloom!” Kurt Stranberg and Jesse Hicks led the 
SWORD class, and Johnny Hicks and Adam Stran-
berg led the FYC class. This weekend was filled with 
inspiration, challenge, worship, fellowship, and fun. 
On Sunday a.m., 18 young folks ran in Spokane’s 
Bloomsday Race.

http://www.springvale.us
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by Bev Brenneise

God tells us to trust Him in all things. The SHINE 
Medical and Dental Mission team practiced this on 
its April 1-7 trip to Jamaica. Our clinics were held in 
Spanish Town (near Kingston) and at Paradise CoG7 
church (in Montego Bay). Glasses — 300 pairs — 
were distributed. Nearly 1,800 total patients were 
seen; seven people are doing follow-up work. Yet 
perhaps the most touching event was the miracle of 
medications.

Preparations for the Jamaica mission were dif-
ficult: mountains of paperwork to approve doctors, 
dentists, nurses, and assistants and rigid regulations 
for medications. We decided to purchase medi-
cations in Jamaica rather than try to carry them 
through customs. 

SHINE missions provide four basic benefits: free 
medical clinics, free dental clinics, free medications 
(about $20,000 per mission), and follow-up help 
for a few special-needs cases. This year’s funds just 
wouldn’t cover it all. 

When earthquakes struck Haiti, more problems 
popped up: We couldn’t buy medications in Ja-
maica, and secure hotel accommodations for our 
largest team yet (45) were scarce. We determined 
to forge on with what funds we had, knowing we 
couldn’t follow up special needs.

At the last minute, $30,000 worth of medications 
was donated by King’s Way Charities International 
Medical Ministry and mailed with only five days to 
reach Jamaica and be approved by its Ministry of 
Health. Two days later, mission families mailed an 
additional $1,400 worth of medications.

On the flight, two doctors carried large bags 
filled with medications. Thanks to team prayers, 
these bags were not confiscated, so we had enough 
for the first day! Donated medications arrived the 
next day and were used for the remaining clinics. At 
the final clinic, doctors wrote several prescriptions 
purchased by a local pastor. The medications sent 
by the two mission families were not released by 
the Ministry of Health until after SHINE left Jamaica. 

Money that SHINE had planned for medications 
paid for follow-up cases, so SHINE did provide its 
four basic benefits, thanks to God’s efficiency.

This year’s team encountered many challenges. 
A young pastor was diagnosed with diabetes. Two 
team members fought depression. Individuals suf-
fered severe back pain, shoulder pain, and family 
crises. A nurse broke her ankle. One couple’s son 
had unexpected surgery the day before they left. 
Two people missed flights en route to the mission, 
and a member’s sister had a heart attack.

Yet God sustained all 45 of us who participated, 
just as He had the mission.

2010 SHINE: Serving Him In Nations Everywhere

Miracle of Medications

http://www.cog7.org/BA
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CoG7 Events
Michigan Youth Camp, July 

18-25 - Junior and Senior 
Campers, Hopkins, MI (Camp 
Mel Trotter); contact: Rex 
Miller (kingmerex@aol.com)

Dakotas Youth Retreat, July 
23-25 - Devils Lake, ND 
(Lakewood Bible Camp); 
speakers: Tim and Debbie 
Steinhauser; contact: Steve 
Kyner (tohiswork1@msn.com)

SIS-Q Meadows Youth Camp 
(ages 13-18), July 25 – August 
1; Cave Junction, OR; contact: 
Vona Ogren (hogren@msn.
com)

West Coast (Central CA) Youth 
Camp (junior and senior 
campers), July 26 – August 
1; Capital Mt., Weimar, CA; 
contact: Larry Zaragoza 
(zman52@msn.com)

Southeast District Youth Camp, 
July 25 — August 1 (note 
corrected dates!); Camp 
Lapihio, Umstead State Park, 
Raleigh, NC; contact: Sandy 
Jones, DYC (june.bug810@
gmail.com)

Southwest Sword Retreat, 
September 3-6; Camp 
Cimarron, near Dover, OK; 
register: http://bit.ly/yministry; 
contacts: Ruben/Tatiana (405-
371-5447) or Danny/Jacqui 
(405-473-7227)

Michigan Retreats, September 
10-12 - women: - “Girls, Girls, 
Girls”; October 8-10 - men: 
“Transformers”; both at The 
Springs, Gladwin, MI; info: 
www.cog7thdaysaginaw.com

Michigan Super Sabbath, 
September 25 - Freeland, MI; 
contact: bruce.noble@cog7.org

What About 
“Change for 
Your World”?

Imagine what would hap-
pen if we all gave just a little to encourage the growth of our 
church around the world. Imagine all of us saving our pocket 
change to enable the administration of our global church for the 
organizational and leadership work demanded of it daily. With 
our heavenly Father’s blessings, we could change our world!

Today we are trying to develop our staff and services to meet 
growing needs. New contacts come in from every inhabited con-
tinent nearly every day. You have been so generous in supporting 
Disaster Relief, orphans and widows, and other facets of our  
G. C. Missions Ministries; now we need support for your Interna-
tional Ministerial Congress (IMC) as well.

Every year in July we dedicate an offering to help our IMC cov-
er its leadership and administration costs. These needs are not as 
apparent as those for medical missions, earthquakes, hurricanes, 
famine, and war; but without the work of our IMC staff, none 
of our other foreign missions would be as effective as they are. 
IMC is the track on which the train we call CoG7 runs around 
the world. Our missions ministries have grown in recent years, 
because IMC exists to bind our efforts together. 

IMC coordinates evangelistic effort to encourage the work of 
preaching the gospel within our global conferences and church-
es. 

IMC promotes doctrinal unity to bring us together doctrinally 
from our diverse international backgrounds.

This July please encourage your church to save their pocket 
change — and more — so that the IMC can reach the ends of 
the earth with the truth of Jesus Christ and His soon-coming 
kingdom. With your help, and God’s grace, this Change for Your 
World can be the best offering ever and the cause of Christ will 
spread more effectively. Never forget that Jesus’ cross makes 
change possible. 

Thanks for your prayers and Change for Your World support. 

Yours because of Calvary,

William (Bill) C. Hicks
IMC Executive Director
www.cog7missions.org
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Africa

Church of God (Seventh Day) is officially 
recognized in eleven African nations. Affili-
ated churches are in Nigeria, Kenya, Ghana, 

Cameroon, DR Congo, Malawi, Rwanda, Sierra 
Leon, Uganda, Tanzania, and Zambia. These 
compose Zone 5 of our International Ministerial 
Congress (IMC).

This continent’s most populous place, in both 
citizenry and CoG7 membership, is Nigeria. The 
Church there has thrived under indigenous leader-
ship, with the assistance of mission visits from U.S. 
and IMC personnel, including Charles and Eileen 
Adams, Roy Marrs, Robert Coulter, Victor Burford, 
Bill Hicks, and Ramon Ruiz.   

In early spring of 2010, Pastor Robert Craw-
ford, representing Missions Abroad and IMC, left 
his home in the U.K. for a planned 17-day tour 
in Nigeria, hosted by CoG7 leadership there. De-
spite hindrances of weather and travel, including 
the eight-day postponement of his return flight 
due to volcanic ash, the good hand of the Lord 
was upon this mission. Photos here tell some of 
the story, and written reports add much more 
(www.cog7missions.org; click on Missions Re-
ports).

Thanks be to God for the recent visit of IMC 
Zone 5 Representative Robert Crawford to Nige-
ria and for the vitality of the Church in that great 
country.   

International Tour

@ Kalina Vova—Dreamstime.com
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My “I Have a 
Dream” speech 
usually goes 

over well. But this time it prompted concern, based 
on the line “I have a dream of a Church of God 
(Seventh Day) that will seek not only doctrinal accu-
racy but also cultural relevance.”

Privately, I was quick to explain that balance, not 
substitution, was my objective. Focus on culture at 
the expense of truth dishonors God, but so does 
being “so heavenly minded that we’re no earthly 
good.” Our broken world needs the message and 
ministry of the church. Effective ministry in our 
world requires relating to it, feeling its pulse, and 
understanding its language.

Again, we’re faced with the need for balance. 
Major shifts in the culture since 1960 have resulted 
in “a brave new world” where pluralism reigns and 
all religious and political views are equal and must 
be tolerated. Exclusivity is unacceptable. There can’t 
be only one way to whatever we believe God is. 
World religions are just different paths to the same 
destiny. 

Relativism is pluralism’s twin philosophy. The next 
natural step from “all views are equal” is to “all truth 
is relative”: We can choose our own truth as we 
like it. Such thinking comes at the expense of logic 
and laws of non-contradiction. In this scenario, the 
church, teaching a logical and consistent worldview, 
is at a disadvantage. 

Accordingly, it is difficult to distinguish between a 
relativized church and the world: 

As evangelical faith becomes secularized, its 
interests have been blurred with those of the 
culture. The result is a loss of absolute values, 
permissive individualism, and a substitution of 
wholeness for holiness, recovery for repentance, 
intuition for truth, feeling for belief, chance for 
providence, and immediate gratification for endur-

ing hope. Christ and his cross have moved from the 
center of our vision (The Cambridge Declaration of 
the Alliance of Confessing Evangelicals, April 20, 
1996, www.alliancenet.org).
When mainline evangelicals admit their failure in 

this regard, the rest of us would do well to pay at-
tention. Emphasis on cultural relevance is needed in 
some churches more than others. I’m blessed with 
a pastor who regularly points our congregation be-
yond its walls. Jesus did not ignore culture; neither 
can a church that claims commitment to Him. 

The critical issue is culture without compro-
mise — not allowing culture to dictate or dilute the 
message of the cross, preaching a gospel that tran-
scends culture. A signer of the Cambridge Declara-
tion, Dr. R. C. Sproul, puts it this way: 

What is demanded by times such as ours is a 
church that addresses the temporal while at the 
same time remaining tethered to the eternal — a 
church that speaks, comforts, and heals all things 
moral and secular without itself abandoning the 
eternal and the holy. The church must always face 
the question of whether its commitment is to 
sanctity or profanity. We need churches filled with 
Christians who are not enslaved by the culture, 
churches that seek more than anything to please 
God and His only begotten Son, rather than to 
attract the applause of dying men and women 
(Tabletalk, April 2010, p. 7). 
I have a dream of a church that will dare to repre-

sent God’s unchanging standards in changing times. 
Its ministry to the culture is neither antagonistic nor 
appeasing but rather, seasoned with gentleness and 
love (1 Peter 3:15, 16); declaring our God who is 
holy, just, and mighty to save; proclaiming Christ, 
clothed in majesty and plenteous in mercy. May this 
dream become reality, to the praise of His glory. 

— Whaid Guscott Rose
General Conference President

Church and Culture 

Last Word

http://www.alliancenet.org
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Mark Your Calendar!
General Conference Convention 

July 18-23, 2011
Pheasant Run Resort

St. Charles (Chicago), IL

Come celebrate our fellowship, 
conduct the business of the Church, 

and worship our Lord Jesus.

 More information: 
convention.cog7.org

http://convention.cog7.org

